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Messrs. Junker & Heynemann thereupon decided that perhaps
their English friend's son had learned as much as, if not more
than, they could usefully teach him and dispatched him incon-
tinently home.

Frequent shorter journeys took him to Holland and Belgium.
On one occasion he was returning from Antwerp in a small ship
loaded with an urgently required consignment of soft fruit, red
currants and raspberries predominating. As darkness fell, the
wind and sea got up and Rufus was glad to find warmth and
shelter in the captain's cabin, where they soon became immersed
in the exchange of yarns. Suddenly their horrified eyes were
caught by a trickle of blood from under the door. Rushing to
open it, they found that the passage outside was also running
with blood. Dashing out on to the deck, they were confronted
with the fearful spectacle of blood everywhere. It was only after
the first shock of terror was past that they realized that the rising
sea was sweeping over the bows where the baskets were stacked
and that the decks were awash not with blood but with the scarlet
pulp of fruit.

These occasional excursions lent some variety to an otherwise
monotonous existence, but they were too rare to reconcile Rufus
to an office stool in such static and humdrum circumstances.
There were few excitements and no prospects, and he fervently
longed for both.

For some time his mind ranged over possible alternative
occupations which would at least not be blighted by the dead
hand of security, where the future would have all the delights of
uncertainty and he could be his own master, away from the
control of the elder generation. His eldest sister, Frances, had by
that time married a stockbroker of Dutch descent, Albert Keyzer,
and it was into his new brother-in-law's office that, more from a
desire for change at any price than from any particular urge
towards stocks and shares, Rufus decided to go.

There, first as a clerk and later as a full member of the Stock
Exchange, he was destined to remain from 1880 until 1884, a
longer period than he had hitherto spent in any one place. On
becoming a member he entered into partnership with a Mr.
Gerald Phipps as jobbers in the Foreign Market with offices first
at 5, and later at 9, Copthall Court. On the dissolution of this
partnership at the end of 1885 he'continued in the same market
on Ms own account.

It was during this time that his youthful enjoyment of life
was at its height and found its most various scope.

Life at home was far from dull.